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The Karnätas ruled over Mithilä from A.D. 1097 to A.D. 1324. 
They originally belonged to a section of the Paramäras who had migrated 
from Dhara to Karnätaka. Nanvadeva was the first to come from Karna- 
taka with a band of staunch followers. He stayed in a forest in Mithila. 
While sitting on a piece of elevated land his eyes fell on a hooded serpent. 
He noticed something written on the hood and called for his Brahmin 
companion who read it as follows: 


“rà af mal af af at FETA: 
ATTI IT AT ART aa n” 


"Having acquired the treasure of Kubera Nanya will become the 
Raja of this land. It is well known to Rama, Nala and Raja 
Purürava." 

The place where the serpent sat was dug and a big treasure was dis- 
covered. With all that he could get there Nànyadeva raised a huge army 
and established his rule over Mithilà in A.D. 1097. He established his first 
capital at the place where he had come across the serpent and called 
it 'Nanvapura'. In the same year he built his second capital and fort 
at Simraongarh. The text of the inscription found at Simraongarh is 
given below: 


CAR fr ufi ITT-TU 
E red qfr-Rra-Rrem i 
garan: fedt agua N°” 
“In 1019 Saka era $rävana white fortnight the 7th Saturday, 
Siddhi voga, Svati Nakshatra and Simha lagna King Nanvadeva 
completed the construction of the fort." 


The Sena rulers of Bengal and Bihar could not tolerate the existence ofa 
sovereign statein their neighbourhood. King Ballalasena invaded Mithila. 
Raja Nanyadeva having been defeated had to pass days as a war prisoner 
in the fort at Gandeshwar. The well known court poet Umäpatidhara has 
depicted in his poem very artistically the pitiable condition of the Raja 
which was engraved on a stone piece and has been preserved in the Calcutta 
Museum. Prince Gañgadeva, the son of Raja Nànyadeva, collected a big 
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army at village Ghorhar and gave a crushing defeat to Ballilasenat - 
battle which took place at village Dwalakh. The victorious army im » | 
Raja Nanyadeva back to his capital. p | 

In 1134 Gargadeva succeeded his father Nanvadeva and ruled till 1148 | 
For administrative conveniences he divided his territory into a number of | 
Parganas and appointed a chaudhari for each of them. He constructed | 
a fort at Andhra Tharhi. His brother Malladeva became a chief courtier" 
of Raja Javachandra of Kanauj and established the supremacy of Mithili 
over a big portion of Nepal. 1 

Narasimhadeva succeeded Gangadeva in 1148. He ruled till AD, - 
1204. He acted as the commander-in-chief of the victorious army of 
Mohammad Ghori. He quarrelled with his cousin, the ruler of Nepil, 
with the result that Nepàl became a separate state quite independent 
of Mithila. 

In 1204 Ramasimhdeva succeeded his father Narsimhdeva. He 
proved a great patron of Sanskrit literature. It was during his rule 
that commentaries on Vedas were compiled. Mahämahopädhyäya 
Sreekara Áchárya wrote the famous commentary on Amarakosha called 
the 'Vvakhvamritam.' Ratneshwar wrote Ratnadarpana, a commentary 
on Saraswati Kanthäbharana and Prithividhar Achärya wrote his famous 
commentary on the drama book *Mrichchha-Katika'. It was during his 
rule that the renowned Ganesh Pandit and the well known philosopher 
Vachaspati Miéra, the author of 'Bhashva Bhamati' flourished. Ràjà 
Rämasirnhdeva died at the good old age of 92 during the reign of Sultan 
Nasiruddin Mohammad of Delhi. 

Shaktisirnhdeva who succeeded Ramasirahdeva was a great scholar 
and patron of learning. Since he could not attend to administrative works 
personally he appointed a council of seven ministers with Chandeshwar 
Mahatà at its hedd to rule over the territory. He compiled the ‘Sapta 
Ratnākar-Kritya Ratnākar, Dina Ratnikar, Vyavahāra Ratnäkar, 
Shuddhi Ratnäkar, Pija Ratnäkar, Viväda Ratnäkar, Grihastha 
Ratnákar', the well known Sanskrit works. He could rule only for five. 
years and died during the reign of Sultan Balban of Delhi. 

Harisimhdeva who succeeded Shaktisinhdeva has been still a house 
hold name in Mithila for having compiled with the help of Pandit | 
Raghudeva Jha the famous ‘Pafiji Prabandh'. In this big volume is Lar 
served the geneological tables with matrimonial connections of the differe! $ 
Brahmin and Kayastha families of Mithilà. It took him six years to pile 
this compilation of great historical importance in 1324 A.D., i.c. 1245 


the Saka Era. MENS 
"em A aaa MA: L 
frs fawra: def: mura 


Y * J= . 
1 Or Vijayasena 7 (Sec History of Mithilä published by Mithila Institute, 
1956.)—Ed. 


Darbhang* — 


Vor. xLm Parts 1-2] THE KARNATA RULERS OF MITHILA 63 


In 1324 Sultan Ghyasuddin Tughlak of Delhi invaded Mithilà. Raja 
Harisimhdeva faced him boldly. Being defcated, the couragcous Raja 
marched into the forest of Nepal and occupied possession over a consider- 
able portion of the territory. 


enar eng af 
gaa) (TAĦT 11” 


Harisimhdeva ruled over Nepal till 1353. His descendants proved 
popular monarchs there also and their sovereignty was recognised by the 
Chinese Emperor during the reign of Raja Matisimhdeva and his son 
Shaktisimhdeva. Shyàmasimhdeva was the last of Karnata rulers of 
Nepal. He had no male issue and so after his death the crown of Nepal 
passed over to his daughter's son Jayasthi Malla. Mallas ruled over Nepal 
till before the Gorakhà conquest in 18th century A.D. Malla rulers of 
Nepal took pride in calling themselves descendants of Karnatas. 

The Karnäta rule in Mithilà proved a blessing. The rulers were lovers of 
Sanskrit literature and so different branches of learning received due 
patronage. Chandeshwar, Sreedattopadhvàva, Harinäthopädhyäya, Bhava 
Sharma, Indrapati and Lakshmipati, the renowned scholars flourished 
during this rule. Jyotirishwar compiled his famous works Pafichasayaka 
and Rañgashekhar and wrote the first prose book in Maithili the 'Varnana 
Ratnàkar. It was during this rule that commentaries on different im- 
portant Sanskrit books were written. It was for all these that Karnata rule 
in Mithilà is being regarded as a very important chapter in the cultural 
history of India. 
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